
The Board received a presentation about student engage-
ment at its meeting on December 15, 2014. Learning Superin-
tendent Kim Beaulieu said the Division’s goal is for high levels 
of both student and adult engagement.  

He reported that Prairie Spirit’s levels of engagement for stu-
dents, as measured by the Tell Them From 
Me (TTFM) survey, are at national levels. All 
Prairie Spirit schools (with students in Grade 
4 and higher) conducted the TTFM survey 
this fall. As part of a provincial initiative, 
every school (Grades 4 - 12) in the province 
is conducting the TTFM survey this year.   

Based on research on engagement, it is im-
portant to focus on relationships (collaboration), relevance 
(purpose), rigour (belief that they can succeed) and assess-
ment (autonomy and feedback), Beaulieu explained. He said 
student engagement is patient, long-term work.  

“Part of this is staff engagement, which impacts student en-
gagement,” said Board Chair, Larry Pavloff. “As well, if our 
parents are engaged, our students are engaged.” 

John Kuzbik, Director of Education, added that student en-
gagement is also based on strong classroom practices.  

Strategic Directions:  
Assessment 
Learning Superintendent Lori Jeschke and Dave Carter, Coor-
dinator of Schools and Learning, provided an update on as-
sessment for the Board at its December 15 meeting.  

Jeschke reviewed the process that has been in place in Prairie 
Spirit over the past seven years to support changes in student 
assessment. Professional development opportunities have 
been offered to all staff, with over 180 teachers participating 
in assessment residencies at their schools.  

“Our focus is on students as problem solvers and critical 
thinkers,” Jeschke explained. She said this requires a shift in 
what is expected from students as learners.  
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The goal is for students to be able to answer the following 
questions in terms of their progress: 

 How am I doing? 

 How do I know how I am doing? 

 What do I need to do next? 

The school division’s assessment team has 
been collecting feedback from parents, stu-
dents and the community about assessment 
practices in Prairie Spirit. Of those parents 
who responded to a survey about the new 
progress reports, 87% said they know where 
their child needs to improve. 

Jeschke clarified that Prairie Spirit does not have a “no zero” 
policy, but supports encouraging students to do everything 
they can to complete their work. 

The assessment team has developed four main assessment 
messages that are being shared with staff, parents and the 
community:  

1. Earning to learning 

2. Feedback for learning 

3. Preparing our children for the real world 

4. Parents as partners in learning 

Prairie Spirit has developed an assessment blog — 
www.earning2learning.ca — as a support and resource for 
parents and teachers.  

Facilities report  

Kerry Donst, Facilities Planner, presented a report on Decem-
ber 15 detailing structural and roof repairs that are urgently 
required at a number of Prairie Spirit schools. If there is an 
area of a school that has been determined to be unsafe by 
structural engineers, it has been closed, Donst reported.  

Prairie Spirit will send a report to the Ministry to request ur-
gent funding for these needs.  

Coordinator Jon Yellowlees (far right) led Board of Education Trustees and Director of 
Education, John Kuzbik (fourth from left), on a “Conversation Wall Walk” at Division 
Office on Monday, December 15. 
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Duck Lake 
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Rosthern 
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Borden 
Langham 
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Dalmeny 
Hepburn 
Osler 
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Larry Pavloff 
Board Chair 
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Perdue 
Eagle Creek Colony 
Sunnydale Colony 

 Subdivision 6 

Bernie Howe 
Delisle 
Pike Lake 
Vanscoy 
Willow Park Colony 

 Subdivision 7 

Cathy Taylor 
Clavet 
Dundurn 
Hanley 
South Corman Park 
Hillcrest Colony 

 Subdivision 8 

Joanne Brochu 
Aberdeen 
Allan 
Colonsay 
Lost River Colony 
Riverview Colony 
 

 Subdivision 9 

Bonnie Hope 
Martensville 

 Subdivision 10 

Sam Dyck 
Vice-Chair 
Warman 

 Subdivision 11 

Deanna Greyeyes 
Muskeg Lake Cree Nation 

 Subdivision 12 

Shantelle Watson 
Mistawasis First Nation 

Prairie Spirit is on Twitter 
@prairiespiritsd #pssdlearn 

The next Board of Education meeting:  
Monday, January 19, Division Office, Warman 

The purpose of the Board of Education Highlights newsletter is to inform Prairie Spirit staff about the work of the Board of  
Education and its impact on student learning and staff supports. The newsletter is distributed to all staff members following the 
first Board meeting of each month. 

https://twitter.com/prairiespiritsd
https://twitter.com/search?q=%23pssdlearn&src=hash

